
This e-learning course explores the fascinating relationship between perception and the
learning process. Participants will delve into the ways in which perception shapes our
understanding of information, influences educational outcomes, and impacts teaching
practices. Through engaging content, interactive exercises, and real-world examples,
this course aims to enhance participants' awareness of perception's role in education
and provide practical strategies for optimizing learning experiences.

INTRODUCTION

MODULE 1: UNDERSTANDING PERCEPTION

MODULE 2: APPLYING PERCEPTION IN EDUCATION

Course Overview

Understanding perception: Definition, processes, and theories.

The Role of Perception in the Learning Process

Perception's Impact on Knowledge Acquisition and Retention

Leveraging Perception for Effective Instructional Strategies

Brittany Summerhays

Perception and It's Role in Education



CONCLUSION

Designing Inclusive Learning Environments to Accommodate Diverse Perceptions

Using Visual Aids, Multimedia, and Technology to Enhance Perception

Final Task - Applying Perception to the Classroom

Summary



This e-learning course aims to deepen participants' understanding of perception's impact on the

learning process and equip them with practical strategies to optimize educational experiences.

By exploring the complex relationship between perception and education, participants will gain

valuable insights to enhance their teaching practices and foster more inclusive and effective

learning environments.

By the end of this course, participants will be able to:
1. Understand the concept of perception and its significance in education.

2. Explore how perception influences learning processes and outcomes.

3. Identify the factors that affect perception in educational settings.

4. Recognize the impact of perception on teaching practices.

5. Apply strategies to optimize learning experiences based on an understanding of perception.
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Course Outline 

Information is interpreted differently depending on the
context and the person – there are no absolutes. As
teachers, we need to be sensitive to these differences,
which sometimes means taking another’s perspectives.

  Weinstein, Yana, Megan Sumeracki, and Oliver Caviglioli. Understanding How We Learn : A Visual
Guide. 1st edition. Boca Raton, FL: Routledge, an imprint of Taylor and Francis, 2018. Print.

Module 1: Understanding Perception –

- Understanding perception: Definition, processes, and theories.
- The role of perception in the learning process.
- Perception's impact on knowledge acquisition and retention.

Module 2: Applying Perception in Education –

- Leveraging perception for effective instructional strategies
- Designing inclusive learning environments to accommodate diverse perceptions.
- Using visual aids, multimedia, and technology to enhance perception.



This course is designed for educators, instructional designers, administrators, and anyone
interested in understanding the role of perception in education. It is suitable for professionals
working in primary, secondary, and tertiary educational settings. 

CO NTINU E

Get started on making the important and powerful connection
between perception and education.



What is Perception?
Perception refers to the process by which individuals interpret and make sense of sensory

information received from the environment. It involves the selection, organization, and

interpretation of sensory stimuli such as visual, auditory, tactile, olfactory, and gustatory inputs.

Perception goes beyond mere sensation and involves the brain's cognitive processes in

assigning meaning and significance to sensory inputs. 

Perception is a complex and subjective process influenced by various factors, including individual

differences, prior experiences, cultural and social context, and cognitive abilities. It plays a crucial

role in shaping our understanding of the world around us, influencing our thoughts, beliefs, and

actions.
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Perception Allows us to make sense of the world.

Perception involves several key components: 

The initial process of receiving
sensory information through the
five senses (sight, hearing,
touch, taste, and smell).

Sensation



Sensation provides the raw data
that perception builds upon.The process of assigning
meaning to sensory information
based on prior knowledge,
beliefs, expectations, and
contextual cues. Interpretation
helps us make sense of the
world and construct mental
representations of our
experiences.

The selection and focusing of
mental resources on specific
sensory inputs or stimuli. 
Attention filters and prioritizes
information, allowing certain
stimuli to receive greater
processing and awareness.

Interpretation

Attention



Understanding Perception

The grouping and structuring of
sensory information into
meaningful patterns, categories,
or concepts. Organizational
processes help us organize and
integrate sensory inputs to form
a coherent understanding of the
environment. 

The tendency for perception to
be influenced by cognitive
biases, cultural norms, and
personal experiences.
Perception biases can lead to
selective attention,
interpretation, and memory,
shaping how we perceive and
remember information. 

Interpretation

Perception Bias



Image from: [Weinstein, Yana/Sumeracki, Megan/Caviglioli, Oliver. Understanding How We

Learn]

In this image, there are two small rectangles encompassed by larger rectangles. Focus your

attention on the two small rectangles. Do you perceive a difference in their colors? It appears

that the rectangle on the left is lighter, while the one on the right seems darker, correct? 

However, contrary to initial impressions, both rectangles are actually the same color. The

surrounding context influences our perception, making the rectangle on the left appear lighter

due to its proximity to a darker square. 

Now, observe the picture without the larger surrounding rectangles. In this modified image, it

becomes evident that the two small rectangles are indeed the same color. It can be challenging

for some individuals to accept that the two small boxes in the initial image share the same color.

This compelling illusion underscores the significant role of context in perception. While the

sensory input from the small rectangles remains unaltered, our perception of their color is

influenced by the presence of surrounding colors. This phenomenon emphasizes how contextual

cues shape our perception, illustrating the intricate relationship between sensation and

interpretation. 

Image from: [Weinstein, Yana/Sumeracki, Megan/Caviglioli, Oliver. Understanding How We

Learn]

Theories of Perception



Bottom-up processing pertains to the construction of perceptions based on sensory input. It

involves the fundamental process of taking in sensory information and building perceptions from

it. In contrast, top-down processing refers to the influence of our existing knowledge,

experiences, and thoughts on how we interpret those sensations. It entails using our cognitive

framework, expectations, and contextual understanding to shape and guide our perception of

sensory inputs. 

These two processes, bottom-up and top-down, work in conjunction to shape our overall

perception of the world, with sensory information providing the raw material and our cognitive

processes bringing meaning and interpretation to that input. 

Top-down processing allows us to efficiently process and interpret sensory information, as our
cognitive system draws on existing knowledge and mental models to streamline perception.
However, it can also lead to biases and errors if our preconceived notions or expectations
strongly influence our interpretation, potentially distorting our understanding of the sensory
input. 

Consider the image presented below. If I were to inquire whether you noticed the presence of a
man in the image, you would likely promptly recognize the man's face. However, if I had initially
presented this image to you with the intention of identifying the presence of a rat, your
perception of the drawing would have been entirely different.

T O P DO WN PR O C ES S I NG B O T T O M UP PR O C ES S I NG



During bottom-up processing, sensory information is processed in a step-by-step fashion,
starting with the detection and encoding of individual sensory elements such as colors, shapes,
textures, and sounds. These elemental features are then organized and integrated to form more
complex patterns and meaningful representations.

Unlike top-down processing, which relies on prior knowledge and expectations, bottom-up
processing emphasizes the importance of sensory input itself. It allows us to perceive and make
sense of the world based on the raw information received through our senses, without the
influence of preconceived notions or expectations.

In the picture below, with the utilization of bottom-up processing, one could observe the central
symbol and identify it as a "B." Although you possess prior knowledge of what a "B" represents,
no contextual information was necessary to examine the markings, transmit the stimuli to your
visual system, and analyze the stimuli to conclude that the markings indeed form the letter "B."

T O P DO WN PR O C ES S I NG B O T T O M UP PR O C ES S I NG



Another Look at Perception
Watch the very helpful video below in order to gain a more cohesive view of what perception is: 

"It's not what you look at that matters, it's what you
see."

Henry David Thoreau



Complete the content above before moving on.

Knowledge Check
Answer the questions below to see how well you understand perception and the theories

behind it.

YOUTUBE

Perceiving is Believing: Crash Course Psychology
#7
VIEW ON YOUTUBE 

Perceiving is Believing: Crash Course Psychology #7Perceiving is Believing: Crash Course Psychology #7

https://www.youtube.com/
https://cdn.embedly.com/widgets/media.html?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fembed%2Fn46umYA_4dM%3Ffeature%3Doembed&display_name=YouTube&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dn46umYA_4dM&image=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2Fn46umYA_4dM%2Fhqdefault.jpg&key=40cb30655a7f4a46adaaf18efb05db21&type=text%2Fhtml&schema=youtube
https://cdn.embedly.com/widgets/media.html?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fembed%2Fn46umYA_4dM%3Ffeature%3Doembed&display_name=YouTube&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dn46umYA_4dM&image=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2Fn46umYA_4dM%2Fhqdefault.jpg&key=40cb30655a7f4a46adaaf18efb05db21&type=text%2Fhtml&schema=youtube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n46umYA_4dM


SUBMIT

1. What is the definition of perception? 

2. Which of the following best describes bottom-up processing? 

The process of interpreting sensory information based
on prior knowledge 

The act of receiving sensory input through the five
senses 

The organization and interpretation of sensory
information to form a meaningful understanding

 The selective attention to specific sensory inputs in
the environment

The influence of prior knowledge and expectations on



SUBMIT

SUBMIT

3. True or False: Bottom-up processing relies heavily on pre-existing

knowledge and expectations. 

perception 

The sequential analysis of sensory information to
construct perception 

The use of context and higher-level cognitive
processes in perception

The selection and prioritization of sensory inputs
based on relevance

True

False



SUBMIT

4. Which of the following examples represents top-down processing? 

 Identifying basic shapes and colors in a visual
stimulus 

Filling in missing letters to comprehend a partially
obscured word 

 Analyzing individual musical notes to understand a
melody

Detecting the presence of a specific odor in the
environment



SUBMIT

5. What is the key difference between bottom-up processing and top-

down processing? 

Bottom-up processing relies on pre-existing
knowledge, while top-down processing is solely based
on sensory input. 

Bottom-up processing is sequential and builds
perception from sensory input, while top-down
processing is influenced by prior knowledge and
expectations. 

Bottom-up processing involves the selective attention
to specific sensory inputs, while top-down processing
organizes and integrates sensory information.

Bottom-up processing is a rapid and automatic
process, while top-down processing requires
conscious effort and attention.



SUBMIT

SUBMIT

6. Which process is primarily concerned with extracting elemental features

from sensory input? 

7. Which process relies on contextual information and prior knowledge to

guide perception? 

Bottom-up processing 

Top-down processing 

Bottom-up processing 

Top-down processing 



SUBMIT

Complete the content above before moving on.

8. When looking at a complex image and identifying objects within it, which

process would be involved? 

Bottom-up processing 

Top-down processing 



Perceptual Learning
Perceptual learning involves the improvement of our ability to interpret and comprehend the

information we receive through our senses, such as sight, hearing, touch, taste, or smell. This

enhancement is influenced by our experiences and is not merely a temporary adjustment like

sensory adaptation or habituation. Rather, it leads to lasting or semi-permanent changes.

Notably, these changes are not accidental but rather purposeful, allowing us to adapt to our

surroundings and providing advantages such as heightened sensitivity to faint or unclear stimuli. 
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Perceptual learning is the process through which our ability to interpret and understand
sensory information is enhanced, leading to lasting improvements and adaptive benefits. 

The History of Perceptual Learning
Perceptual learning in humans was once thought to only happen in early stages of development

or be related to changes in advanced thinking processes. During early childhood, a lot of neural

tuning and reorganization occurs, and studies have shown that our experiences (or lack thereof)

during that time can have a significant impact on permanently shaping how our brain functions. It

used to be believed that once the critical period of perceptual development had passed, the

early stages of information processing in our brain were no longer changeable and couldn't be

modified through experiences. In the case of perceptual learning in adults, it was commonly

assumed that improvements in how we interpret information were due to changes in higher-level

thinking processes like decision-making, which occurred with practice. 



In the later part of the 20th century, scientists found that the ability of adult humans to perceive

things could actually change a lot. They discovered that the basic cognitive processes happening

in the brain's early sensory areas, which are responsible for receiving information from our

senses, can be modified through perceptual learning. This finding didn't exclude the possibility

of higher-level thinking being involved in perceptual learning, but it led researchers to

concentrate on straightforward sensory tasks and stimuli to understand how changes happen in

the perceptual system during learning.

Perceptual Learning in Action
Perceptual learning is a new and exciting approach in the classroom. Watch the video below to

get a better idea of how it is being implemented with real students. 

"All Perceiving is also thinking, all reasoning is also intuition,
all obsservation is also invention."

Rudolf Arnheim

YOUTUBE

https://www.youtube.com/


Complete the content above before moving on.

Perceptual learning taps into student's gut instinct
VIEW ON YOUTUBE 

Perceptual learning taps into student's gut instinctPerceptual learning taps into student's gut instinct

1. What is perceptual learning? 

The ability to interpret sensory information 

The process of acquiring new senses 

https://cdn.embedly.com/widgets/media.html?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fembed%2FdL8MigDL9cI%3Ffeature%3Doembed&display_name=YouTube&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DdL8MigDL9cI&image=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2FdL8MigDL9cI%2Fhqdefault.jpg&key=40cb30655a7f4a46adaaf18efb05db21&type=text%2Fhtml&schema=youtube
https://cdn.embedly.com/widgets/media.html?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fembed%2FdL8MigDL9cI%3Ffeature%3Doembed&display_name=YouTube&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DdL8MigDL9cI&image=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2FdL8MigDL9cI%2Fhqdefault.jpg&key=40cb30655a7f4a46adaaf18efb05db21&type=text%2Fhtml&schema=youtube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dL8MigDL9cI


SUBMIT

SUBMIT

2. True or False: Perceptual learning can only occur during early stages of

human development.

The adaptation of sensory organs to different
environments

The enhancement of cognitive abilities through
sensory experiences

True

False



SUBMIT

Complete the content above before moving on.

3. Which term best describes the lasting changes that occur through

perceptual learning? 

Temporary modifications 

Adaptive benefits 

Sensory adaptations

Habitual improvements



How does Perception Impact Students in the
Classroom?
Students come to the classroom with diverse experiences, knowledge, and ways of

understanding things, and these factors influence how they interpret and understand the

information taught in class. 
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Scene 1 Slide 1

Continue  Next Slide

The Impact of Perception on Learning

In Ms. Johnson's classroom, a group of students is working on a
science project about plants. The students are given a variety of
seeds and are instructed to observe and document thier growth. 

CONTINUE



Scene 1 Slide 2

0  Next Slide

1  Next Slide

O.K. class we are going to plant and care
for our seeds. Please pay attention to our
steps closely.

Student Tommy: I have planted seeds at home!
Everyone listen; Once you plant your seed, you have to
water it and put it in the sun!

1

Student Emily: Ms. Johnson, could you tell me the
directions again? I have never planted a seed before,
and I'm worried I won't do it right. 

2



Scene 1 Slide 3

0  Next Slide

1  Next Slide

It has been a week since we planted our
seeds students! Let's check in on them to
see how they're doing!

Student Tommy: Ms. Johnson, My plant is growing so
big! I am so excited to help the rest of the class grow
thier plants big too!

1

Student Emily; Ms. Johnson, my plant isn't growing as
big as some of the other ones. I think I should retry.
Could you explain what I should do again?

2



Scene 1 Slide 4

Continue  End of Scenario

Memory's Impact on Perception

What does this show?

Through this science project, Ms. Johnson witnesses how the
students' varying perceptions and experiences affect their learning.

 Emily and Tommy had different perception and experiences. 

START OVER





Memory plays a significant role in shaping our perception of the world around us. Our past

experiences, stored in memory, influence how we interpret and make sense of incoming sensory

information. When we encounter new stimuli, our brain compares it to previously stored

information to create meaning and understanding. This process, known as top-down processing,

allows us to fill in missing details or make quick judgments based on our past knowledge.

However, memory can also introduce biases and distortions into our perception. Our memories

are not perfect representations of past events, and they can be influenced by various factors

such as emotions, personal beliefs, and cultural influences.

These biases can alter our perception of present experiences, leading to inaccurate

interpretations or selective attention. On the other hand, memory can enhance perception by

providing a framework for organizing and categorizing incoming information, facilitating the

recognition and comprehension of familiar patterns and objects. Overall, the relationship

between memory and perception is intricate and intertwined, as memory both shapes and is

influenced by our perception of the world. 

YOUTUBE

How We Make Memories: Crash Course
Psychology #13

How We Make Memories: Crash Course Psychology #13How We Make Memories: Crash Course Psychology #13

https://www.youtube.com/
https://cdn.embedly.com/widgets/media.html?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fembed%2FbSycdIx-C48%3Ffeature%3Doembed%26start%3D154&display_name=YouTube&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DbSycdIx-C48&image=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2FbSycdIx-C48%2Fhqdefault.jpg&key=40cb30655a7f4a46adaaf18efb05db21&type=text%2Fhtml&schema=youtube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSycdIx-C48


Our memory greatly affects how we perceive the world. The experiences we have stored in our

memory influence how we understand and interpret the information our senses receive. When

we come across new things, our brain compares them to what we already know, helping us make

sense of them. This process allows us to fill in missing details or quickly make judgments based

on our past knowledge. However, memory can also introduce biases and distortions into our

perception. Our memories are not perfect and can be influenced by factors like emotions,

beliefs, and culture. These biases can change how we perceive things, leading to

misunderstandings or selective attention. On the other hand, memory can improve perception by

providing a framework for organizing information, making it easier to recognize familiar patterns

and objects. The relationship between memory and perception is complex and intertwined, as

memory shapes our perception and is also influenced by it.

The Curse of Knowledge
The "Curse of Knowledge" refers to the tendency of perceiving something as easy or obvious

due to one's extensive experience with it. It occurs when individuals who possess deep

expertise in a subject find it challenging to imagine what it's like for someone with limited

understanding or no prior exposure to grasp the same concepts easily.

VIEW ON YOUTUBE 

"You will never understand the value of a moment until it
becomes a memory."

Dr. Suess

https://cdn.embedly.com/widgets/media.html?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fembed%2FbSycdIx-C48%3Ffeature%3Doembed%26start%3D154&display_name=YouTube&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DbSycdIx-C48&image=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2FbSycdIx-C48%2Fhqdefault.jpg&key=40cb30655a7f4a46adaaf18efb05db21&type=text%2Fhtml&schema=youtube


When we become experts in a field or have extensive experience with a topic, we tend to

internalize the knowledge and assumptions associated with it. This familiarity creates a cognitive

barrier that makes it difficult for us to step outside our own perspective and accurately gauge

the knowledge or comprehension levels of others.

As a result, individuals suffering from the Curse of Knowledge may underestimate the difficulty

others face in comprehending or learning certain concepts. They may mistakenly assume that

what seems effortless or straightforward to them should be equally accessible to everyone else.

This assumption can lead to ineffective communication, misunderstandings, and a lack of

engagement or interest from those on the receiving end of the information.

The Curse of Knowledge can hinder the ability to break down complex ideas into simpler terms

or provide clear explanations. Experts often use jargon, technical language, or advanced

concepts that may be unfamiliar or overwhelming to novices. This knowledge gap can create a

significant barrier to effective teaching, collaboration, and knowledge transfer.

Overcoming the Curse of Knowledge
To overcome the Curse of Knowledge, it is crucial for experts to recognize and empathize with

the perspective of their audience. They need to consciously bridge the gap between their own

expertise and the level of understanding of those they are communicating with. This can be

achieved by:

Developing Awareness: Experts should acknowledge that not everyone shares their

level of knowledge and be mindful of the potential challenges faced by others in

grasping new information.

Simplifying Explanations: Using plain language, analogies, visual aids, or relatable
examples can help make complex concepts more accessible and understandable to

non-experts.

Active Listening: By actively listening to the questions, concerns, and feedback of

others, experts can gain valuable insights into the gaps in understanding and adjust



"The Curse of Knowledge" Study

their communication approach accordingly.

Seeking Feedback: Encouraging feedback from learners or individuals with less

expertise can provide valuable information about areas that need further clarification
or improvement in communication.

Testing Comprehension: Experts should regularly assess the understanding of their

audience through quizzes, discussions, or practical applications to ensure that the

conveyed information is being comprehended accurately.

YOUTUBE

The Curse of Knowledge
Sometimes it feels like they don't understand you. Why don't they get what you're
saying? Don't fall victim to the curse of knowledge. Camerer, Colin; George

The Curse of KnowledgeThe Curse of Knowledge

https://www.youtube.com/
https://cdn.embedly.com/widgets/media.html?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fembed%2FrPAryjQs-Pw%3Ffeature%3Doembed&display_name=YouTube&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DrPAryjQs-Pw&image=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2FrPAryjQs-Pw%2Fhqdefault.jpg&key=40cb30655a7f4a46adaaf18efb05db21&type=text%2Fhtml&schema=youtube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rPAryjQs-Pw


This study on the curse of knowledge conducted by Elizabeth Newton at Stanford University

demonstrated the challenges of sharing information effectively.

In the experiment, participants were assigned as "tappers" or "listeners." Tappers were asked to

tap out the rhythm of well-known songs, while listeners had to guess the songs based on the

taps. The success rate for listeners correctly guessing the songs was only 2.5%. Interestingly,

the tappers overestimated the listeners' ability to identify the songs, predicting a 50% success

rate.

The study revealed that tappers, who knew the melodies of the songs, found it difficult to

imagine not knowing them. This "curse" of knowledge made it challenging for tappers to convey

the information to listeners, resulting in a significant communication gap.

The same information imbalance occurs in the business world, where managers, employees,

marketers, and customers all face challenges in effective communication. The curse of

knowledge can be mitigated by translating abstract strategies into concrete language. The

example of Trader Joe's, a specialty food chain, was given to illustrate how using concrete

language and storytelling can make strategies more understandable and relatable.

Loewenstein & Mark Weber (1989). "The curse of knowledge in economic settings:
An experimental analysis". Journal of Political Economy 97: 1232-1254.

VIEW ON YOUTUBE 

https://cdn.embedly.com/widgets/media.html?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fembed%2FrPAryjQs-Pw%3Ffeature%3Doembed&display_name=YouTube&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DrPAryjQs-Pw&image=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2FrPAryjQs-Pw%2Fhqdefault.jpg&key=40cb30655a7f4a46adaaf18efb05db21&type=text%2Fhtml&schema=youtube


The Curse of Knowledge in Action - From Dilbert

Complete the content above before moving on.

SUBMIT

1. How does memory influence perception? 

Memory has no impact on perception 

Memory can distort perception 

Memory improves perception accuracy

Memory only affects long-term perception



SUBMIT

2. Which of the following statements is true regarding memory's impact on

perception? 

3. In what ways can memory affect our perception of events? 

Memory and perception are completely separate
processes 

Memory enhances perception by filling in gaps and
providing context 

Perception always overrides memory in shaping our
understanding of the world

Memory has no role in influencing perception

Memory can create false memories, altering our



SUBMIT

SUBMIT

4. The curse of knowledge refers to the phenomenon where individuals

with extensive expertise struggle to effectively communicate with those

who have __________ knowledge or experience in a particular field.

Type your answer here

perception of past events 

Memory has no impact on our perception of events 

Memory strengthens our ability to accurately perceive
events

Memory only affects perception of future events, not
past events



SUBMIT

SUBMIT

5. In the study conducted by Elizabeth Newton, participants were

assigned as "tappers" or "listeners." The tappers, who tapped out well-

known songs, often underestimated the challenge faced by the listeners in

correctly guessing the songs, showcasing the impact of the curse of

__________.

Type your answer here

6. To overcome the curse of knowledge, it is crucial for experts to use

__________ language and storytelling techniques to make complex concepts

more accessible and relatable to those with less expertise.

Type your answer here



Complete the content above before moving on.



What is a "High Leverage" Instructional Strategy?
High-leverage practices form the foundational elements of effective teaching. They are

consistently employed and play a crucial role in facilitating students' acquisition of vital

knowledge. These practices are not only essential for academic learning but also serve as key

drivers for students' social and emotional growth. High-leverage practices are applicable across

diverse subject areas, grade levels, and instructional settings. They are considered "high-

leverage" not just due to their impact on student learning, but also because they are

fundamental to advancing teaching proficiency and skill.  You probably know a lot about these

high leverage practices, such as open classroom discussions, differentiating instruction, and

setting learning goals in the classroom. However, perception is a powerful tool that can be used

in the classroom but is not widely used or noted in education.

The relationship between leverage, perception, and reality is most often thought of in the world

of marketing or advertising. However, this concept can easily be applied to the classroom as

well. If we can get our students to buy into their learning like customers do a brand, then we

create a tremendously valuable opportunity for learning. 
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Image from: 
Goobich, Joel. “The 3 Rules of Leveraging Perception.” LinkedIn.Com, 5 Feb. 2020,
www.linkedin.com/pulse/3-rules-leveraging-perception-joel-goobich/. Accessed 16 June
2023. 

Trying to create a perception of quality, performance, and added-value for a teacher's instruction

should not be removed from reality. After all, most teachers are in it for the long term and would



want to create a positive and lasting relationship with their students. When it comes to

leveraging perception in the classroom, here are some rules to think about: 

What Does this all Mean?
To foster growth as a teacher, it is crucial to not only meet but also exceed the perceptions and

expectations of your students. In today's interconnected world, where student feedback,

educational influencers, and the ability to compare teaching approaches are readily available,

achieving success in the field of education requires going above and beyond.

To ignite substantial progress and make a significant impact, it is necessary to deliver proactively

and purposefully beyond what is anticipated. It is this extra level of effort and dedication that

If a student's perception (expectation) is greater than the reality they experience

when learning from a teacher, then there is no opportunity for leverage. The student

will feel that they received less than what was expected.

1

If a student's perception (expectation) is equal to the reality they experience when
learning from a teacher, then there is limited opportunity for leverage. Essentially,

the student received what they expected. 

2

If a student's reality is greater than what they expected when learning from a

teacher, then there is an opportunity to leverage this positive experience. The
student has received more than expected. 

3

"The first impression can be the perception that lasts
forever. Make sure it’s a good one."

Joel Goobich



propels you into a state of HyperLeverage as a teacher, enabling you to create transformative

learning experiences and cultivate exceptional student outcomes.

Complete the content above before moving on.

SUBMIT

1. True or False: Creating a perception of quality, performance, and

added-value for a teacher's instruction should be removed from

reality.

2. According to the rules of leveraging perception in the classroom, what

happens if a student's perception is greater than the reality they

True

False



SUBMIT

experience when learning from a teacher? 

3. Why is it important for teachers to create a positive and lasting

relationship with their students? 

There is no opportunity for leverage. 

 The student feels satisfied with the learning
experience. 

The teacher should focus on meeting the student's
perception.

 The teacher should adjust their teaching methods.

 To manipulate students' perceptions. 

To foster trust and engagement in the learning



SUBMIT

4. How can teachers leverage perception to enhance the learning

experience? 

process.

To prioritize the teacher's long-term goals.

To control students' expectations.

By exaggerating their teaching abilities. 

By ignoring students' expectations. 

By aligning students' perceptions with reality.

By downplaying the importance of perception.



SUBMIT

SUBMIT

Complete the content above before moving on.

When leveraging perception in the classroom, teachers should strive to

provide students with an experience that __________ their expectations. 

Type your answer here



The Learning Environment
The learning environment plays a significant role in shaping student perception in the classroom.

A well-designed and supportive learning environment can positively influence how students

perceive themselves, their peers, and the learning process. Factors such as classroom layout,

seating arrangements, lighting, colors, and display of educational materials all contribute to

creating a conducive atmosphere that fosters engagement, motivation, and a sense of

belonging. By carefully curating the learning environment, teachers can enhance student

perception, promoting a positive outlook towards learning, and ultimately maximizing students'

academic and personal growth.  

The History of Classroom Design

Classroom design has evolved over time, here is a timeline highlighting significant developments

and trends in the history of classroom design for learning:
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17th - 18th Century



Traditional Rows and Lecturing Style

Classrooms featured rows of desks facing the front, emphasizing a teacher-centered

approach.

Students sat in rows, often on hard wooden benches, while the teacher delivered

lectures.

Late 19th century

Progressive Education Movement

Influenced by educators such as John Dewey, classrooms began to embrace a more

interactive and student-centered approach.

Desks were arranged in small groups or clusters to encourage collaboration and hands-

on learning.



Mid-20th century

Open Plan Classrooms

Open plan classrooms emerged as an attempt to create flexible learning spaces.

Walls were removed to create larger instructional areas, promoting interdisciplinary

learning and group activities.



Late 20th century

Technology Integration and Personalization

With the advent of computers and educational technology, classrooms started

incorporating computer stations and multimedia resources.

Flexible seating options, such as bean bags or standing desks, began to appear, allowing

for individualized learning preferences.



21st century

Flexible and Collaborative Spaces

Classrooms embraced a more flexible layout with movable furniture to support different

instructional methods and learning styles.

Technology integration expanded, with interactive whiteboards, digital tools, and online

resources becoming common.



Present

Focus on Multimodal Learning and Well-being

Current classroom design emphasizes creating environments that cater to diverse

learning styles, incorporating visual, auditory, and kinesthetic elements.

Attention is given to factors like natural lighting, acoustics, and ergonomic furniture to

promote student well-being and focus.



What Does the Science Say?
In the context of educational experiences, it is pertinent to acknowledge that classrooms may

not consistently adhere to ideal temperature conditions, optimal color schemes, or the most

comfortable seating arrangements. Nevertheless, when considering the application of leveraging

perception in students, it becomes imperative to prioritize the optimization of their initial

impressions of the learning environment. By doing so, educators can effectively cultivate an

immersive experience that surpasses student expectations and fosters a positive perception

conducive to enhanced engagement and learning outcomes.

A team of researchers, led by Sapna Cheryan from the University of Washington and UC Berkeley

, conducted an extensive review of scientific literature to investigate the key physical

components that hold significance for students in educational settings. Their findings revealed

that the physical infrastructure of a building, encompassing factors such as natural lighting and

air quality, exerts a substantial influence on students' academic performance and overall focus.

Furthermore, the presence of certain objects within a classroom environment can implicitly

convey the extent to which a student is valued. An experiment conducted in this study

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/11/141104083841.htm


demonstrated that women enrolled in computer science classes exhibited decreased interest in

pursuing a career in the field when the classroom was adorned with stereotypically masculine

items, such as Star Trek posters, as opposed to nature-themed posters.

These findings shed light on the importance of considering the physical aspects of educational

environments and the subtle cues they convey, as they can significantly impact students'

engagement, motivation, and career aspirations

Light –

The presence of natural light holds considerable importance in educational environments, with
an even greater positive impact when complemented by views of natural elements through
windows. Research conducted by Cheryan et al. emphasizes the significance of daylight in
classrooms. In a comprehensive study encompassing over 2,000 classrooms across California,
Washington, and Colorado, findings revealed that students exposed to a greater amount of
daylight within their learning spaces achieved higher scores in math and reading assessments
compared to their peers with limited exposure to daylight. These improved scores ranged from
2% to 26%, depending on the specific school district, even after accounting for demographic
variables such as socioeconomic status and race.

In instances where a classroom lacks windows, Cheryan suggested the utilization of full
spectrum fluorescent lightbulbs as a means to simulate natural sunlight. Additionally, enhancing
the visual appeal of a classroom can be achieved through the application of a fresh coat of paint,
thereby brightening the overall ambiance.



Noise –

The impact of noise on student concentration is indeed noteworthy as well. It comes as no
surprise that an environment characterized by silence fosters enhanced focus and
concentration. Comparatively, students situated in classrooms located near airplane flight paths
consistently exhibit lower performance in reading assessments when compared to their
counterparts in quieter neighborhoods. 



Temperature –

Optimal temperature conditions play a pivotal role in facilitating effective learning within the
classroom setting. Research suggests that students tend to perform best when the ambient
temperature ranges between 68 and 74 degrees Fahrenheit. Unfortunately, a notable 14% of
schools across the United States report inadequate heating, thereby posing challenges to
creating an ideal learning environment.

Furthermore, the quality of air within the classroom significantly influences the learning
experience. Poor air quality can have adverse effects on students' cognitive abilities and hinder
their overall learning outcomes.



Accessibility –

Ensuring accessibility is a fundamental aspect of creating an inclusive classroom environment. To
foster inclusivity, it is essential for classrooms to incorporate appropriate infrastructure that
caters to the needs of students with disabilities. This includes the provision of elevators, ramps,
and unobstructed pathways, which enable seamless mobility and navigation within the learning
space. By prioritizing accessibility, classrooms can promote equal opportunities for all students,
regardless of their physical abilities.



Layout –

The arrangement of furniture in a classroom, commonly referred to as the layout, can have a
significant impact on students' experiences. Research indicates that configuring desks into
clusters can contribute to a greater sense of comfort and ease, particularly among female
students. However, it is important to acknowledge that cluster seating arrangements may also
introduce potential distractions for students.

While clusters can foster a collaborative learning environment and facilitate social interactions, it
is crucial to strike a balance to minimize potential disruptions. Finding the optimal arrangement
that promotes both engagement and focus is essential in designing an effective classroom
layout.



Plants –

The inclusion of plants within a classroom setting has been demonstrated to elicit a soothing
impact on individuals, irrespective of their age. Research has consistently indicated that the
presence of plants can contribute to creating a calming atmosphere, promoting a sense of
tranquility and well-being. Integrating plants into the classroom environment can potentially
enhance the overall learning experience by fostering a more relaxed and conducive atmosphere
for students.



Wall Decoration –

When considering wall decorations within a classroom, it is crucial to strike a balance that
promotes an optimal learning environment. Research suggests that excessively cluttered walls
can be distracting for students. However, strategically chosen posters depicting animals, nature
scenes, or inspirational quotes can have a positive impact on students' engagement and
motivation.

It is important to be mindful of the messages conveyed by the displayed objects. Wall
decorations that subtly indicate exclusion or reinforce stereotypes, such as posters exclusively
featuring white male leaders, can have a detrimental effect on students who do not belong to
those particular groups. Additionally, posters that perpetuate disrespectful stereotypes of
specific cultures, like Native American mascots, have been linked to lower self-esteem among
individuals associated with those cultures.

Therefore, thoughtful selection of wall decorations is essential to create an inclusive and
supportive learning environment that fosters a sense of belonging and respect for all students.



Complete the content above before moving on.

"With so much attention to curriculum and teaching skills to
improve student achievement, it may come as a surprise
that something as simple as how a classroom looks could
actually make a difference in how students learn." 

From "Features of Classroom Design to Maximize Student Achievement" 



SUBMIT

1. Which movement in the late 19th century influenced a shift towards a

more student-centered approach in classroom design? 

2. What was a characteristic feature of open plan classrooms in the mid-

20th century? 

 Behaviorism Movement 

Progressive Education Movement 

Montessori Movement

Standardization Movement

Small group seating arrangements 



SUBMIT

3. In the 21st century, what is a key focus in classroom design? 

Traditional rows and lecturing style 

 Individual computer stations

Removal of walls to create larger instructional areas

Technology integration and personalization 

Traditional rows and lecturing style 

Multimodal learning and well-being

Flexible and collaborative spaces



SUBMIT

SUBMIT

4. According to Cheryan et al's study, what impact does exposure to a

larger amount of daylight in the classroom have on students' test scores? 

No impact 

Slightly higher scores 

Significantly higher scores

Lower scores



SUBMIT

Complete the content above before moving on.

5. What effect does silence have on students' concentration, according to

the information provided? 

No effect 

 Slightly improved concentration 

Significant improvement in concentration

Decreased concentration



The Importance of Visual Aids in Education
Teaching and learning are key elements in the educational process, with teachers employing

various approaches and tools to facilitate active learning. Over time, different methods and

techniques have been introduced in the field of education, and visual aids have emerged as

effective instructional tools. Visual aids are sensory objects or images that stimulate and support

learning, making the learning experience more realistic, accurate, and engaging.

Visual aids encompass a wide range of tools such as pictures, models, charts, maps, videos,

slides, and real objects, among others. These aids utilize the sense of vision to enhance

understanding and comprehension. They are particularly beneficial in classrooms, where they

contribute to making teaching more effective and knowledge dissemination more efficient.

Incorporating audiovisual aids as supplementary resources alongside textbooks has become a

common practice to enhance classroom learning activities.

Research suggests that visual aids have a significant impact on learning. Studies indicate that

approximately 83% of what is learned comes through the sense of sight, while other senses

contribute to a lesser extent. People tend to remember information better when they see and

hear it simultaneously, reinforcing the effectiveness of visual aids in the educational system.

Overall, visual aids are recognized as important tools for facilitating learning, making it easier,

more interesting, and promoting better retention of information.
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% of What is Learned from the Senses (Cuban, 2001)

The Evolution of a Visual Aid
The use of visual aids in education has evolved significantly over time, adapting to advancements

in technology and pedagogical approaches. From traditional methods of using basic visual aids

such as charts, maps, and diagrams, to the integration of multimedia resources and interactive

technologies, visual aids have transformed the learning experience. With the advent of

computers, projectors, and digital displays, educators now have a vast array of tools at their

Taste

Touch

Smell

Hearing

Sight



disposal to enhance instruction and engage students. The evolution of visual aids has not only

made teaching more effective but has also allowed for greater accessibility, interactivity, and

customization in the classroom. Today, visual aids encompass a wide range of formats, including

videos, simulations, infographics, interactive whiteboards, and online resources, providing

dynamic and immersive learning opportunities for students of all ages. 

Explore the strategies below to see some of the most effective visual aids, multimedia, and

technology in action in the classroom.



Images and Photographs

Visual representations through images and photographs can help illustrate concepts,

provide real-world examples, and enhance understanding. 

Example 1

Increasing Reading Comprehension through VisualizationIncreasing Reading Comprehension through Visualization

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uqdr4w7B5Xs


Anchor Charts

Example 2



Anchor charts are valuable visual aids that facilitate learning in the classroom by providing

a reference point and supporting students' understanding of key concepts and skills.

These charts are typically created collaboratively with the students or prepared in advance

by the teacher, and they are prominently displayed on the walls or bulletin boards for easy

visibility and access. 

Anchor Charts: Management in the Active ClassroomAnchor Charts: Management in the Active Classroom

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pMvDvqIgDn8


Videos and Multimedia

How to Use Video in the Classroom

Example 3



Incorporating videos and multimedia resources provides dynamic and engaging content,

bringing topics to life and catering to different learning styles. 

How to Use Video in the ClassroomHow to Use Video in the Classroom

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSKHcevI8EQ


Virtual Reality (VR) and Augmented Reality (AR)

'Metaverse school' teaches students using VR

Example 4



Immersive technologies like VR and AR can provide experiential learning, allowing students

to explore virtual environments and interact with virtual objects. 

'Metaverse school' teaches students using VR'Metaverse school' teaches students using VR

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nwQ36m9aDE


Mind Maps and Concept Maps

Mind Mapping | Teaching Strategies #3

Example 5



Mind maps and concept maps visually organize information, facilitating the understanding

of relationships, hierarchies, and connections between ideas. 

Mind Mapping | Teaching Strategies #3Mind Mapping | Teaching Strategies #3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xCyjFipytRE


Flashcards and Visual Mnemonics

Teaching Tips 2: Using Flashcards in the Classroom

Step 6



Complete the content above before moving on.

Let's Practice!

Flashcards with visual cues and visual mnemonics aid in memory retention by associating

information with images or symbols. 

Teaching Tips 2: Using Flashcards in the ClassroomTeaching Tips 2: Using Flashcards in the Classroom

Match the scenario with the visual aid that would best help the student:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AIciRkz3INI


SUBMIT

Complete the content above before moving on.

The teacher adapts
science lessons for a
visually impaired student.

The teacher wants to
engage students in a
visual exploration of
artifacts.

The teacher wants to
introduce different musical
instruments and their
characteristics.

The teacher aims to
reinforce vocabulary
learning in a foreign
language class.

The teacher is teaching
about world maps and
different types of
landforms.

Tactile Models and Raised
Diagrams

Virtual Reality (VR) or Augmented
Reality (AR) Technology.

A multimedia presentation with
videos showcasing each
instrument being played.

Flashcards with images and
corresponding words.

Large-scale maps and 3D models
of landforms.



Welcome to the final  section of this course. In this section, you will have the opportunity to

demonstrate your competency and understanding of the course material through thoughtful and

well-crafted essays. These essays will provide you with a platform to showcase your knowledge,

critical thinking skills, and ability to apply the concepts learned throughout the course.

As you embark on this essay section, consider it as a chance to delve deeper into the intricate

relationship between perception and education. Your essays should reflect your comprehension

of how perception influences instructional strategies, student engagement, and overall learning

outcomes in an e-learning environment. Moreover, strive to provide specific examples that

highlight the potential impact of understanding perception on student success.

Throughout the course, you have explored various topics related to perception, including its

definition, processes, theories, and its role in the learning process. You have also gained insights

into factors that affect perception in educational settings and discovered strategies for

leveraging perception to enhance instructional practices and create inclusive learning

environments.

As you approach each essay question, remember to draw upon the knowledge acquired in the

modules and apply it to real-world scenarios. Be concise, coherent, and provide well-supported

arguments to demonstrate your grasp of the subject matter. Consider the potential implications

of perception in an e-learning environment and explore how this understanding can inform and

improve educational practices.
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We encourage you to engage in critical thinking, reflect on the course content, and offer

innovative ideas that showcase your unique perspective. Emphasize the practical application of

perception in education, providing examples that highlight the impact on instructional strategies,

student engagement, and learning outcomes.

Use this essay section as an opportunity to showcase your comprehensive understanding of

perception's role in education and its significance in optimizing learning experiences. Good luck

as you embark on this final phase of the course!

Thank you for trying out H5P. To get started with H5P read our getting started

guide

What is the definition of perception?

https://h5p.org/getting-started


Complete the content above before moving on.

Thank you for trying out H5P. To get started with H5P read our getting started

guide

How can an understanding of perception and its role in
education inform and improve instructional strategies, student
engagement, and overall learning outcomes in an e-learning
environment? Provide specific examples and discuss the
potential impact on student success.

https://h5p.org/getting-started


Congratulations!
Throughout this course, you have explored the fascinating relationship between perception and

the learning process. You have gained valuable insights into how perception shapes our

understanding of information, influences educational outcomes, and impacts teaching practices.

By delving into the various aspects of perception, you have developed a comprehensive

understanding of its significance in the field of education. You have discovered how perception

influences teaching and learning processes, as well as its impact on knowledge acquisition and

retention. Additionally, you have learned to identify the factors that affect perception in

educational settings.

You have acquired practical strategies to optimize learning experiences based on an

understanding of perception. You have explored how to leverage perception for effective

instructional strategies, design inclusive learning environments that accommodate diverse

perceptions, and utilize visual aids, multimedia, and technology to enhance perception and

student engagement.

Your dedication and active participation in quizzes, assignments, and the final project have

demonstrated your proficiency in applying the knowledge gained throughout the course. The

 final essays you have written reflect your ability to integrate perception into educational

practices and showcase your understanding of the course content.
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We commend you on your commitment to professional growth and the pursuit of excellence in

education. As a certified graduate of the "Perception and Its Role in Education" course, you have

acquired valuable knowledge and skills that will positively impact your teaching practices and

overall approach to education.

We hope that the insights gained from this course will empower you to create optimal learning

environments, promote student engagement, and facilitate improved learning outcomes. Your

newfound understanding of perception's role in education will contribute to your effectiveness

as an educator, instructional designer, or administrator.

Key Takeaways

"That is what Learning is. You suddenly understand
something you have understood all your life, but in a new
way."

Doris Lessing 

Perception plays a significant role in the learning process: Understanding how

perception influences our understanding of information and knowledge acquisition is
crucial for educators.

The way learners perceive and interpret information impacts their ability to retain

and apply knowledge. By considering individual differences in perception, educators

can optimize learning experiences and enhance student success.

Various factors such as cultural background, prior knowledge, attention, and

motivation can influence how learners perceive educational content. Recognizing



Have Questions?
If you have any questions or need further clarification on any aspect of the course, we're here to

help! Feel free to reach out to the designer via email. We're committed to providing you with the

assistance you need to fully grasp the concepts covered in the course 

these factors helps create inclusive learning environments.

Leveraging perception to design effective instructional strategies can improve

student engagement and learning outcomes. Visual aids, multimedia, and technology
can enhance perception and facilitate deeper understanding. 

Accommodating diverse perceptions is essential for creating inclusive educational

settings. By considering different learning styles and preferences, educators can

promote equal opportunities for all learners. 

Visual aids, multimedia, and technology can enhance perception and engagement.

Utilizing these tools effectively can create interactive and immersive learning

experiences.

Incorporating perception-based strategies and designing inclusive learning
environments can lead to increased student engagement, active participation, and

improved learning outcomes.

"Tell me, and I forget, teach me, and I may remember,
involve me, and I learn."

Benjamin Franklin



Brittany Summerhays, Instructional Designer

EMAIL
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