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Today’s Goals
Define Assessment, Rigor, and Vertical Alignment-
Learn best practices in assessment and
strategies to increase rigor

 Better understand how standards, curriculum
frameworks, assessment, and collaborative
planning contribute to vertical alignment.
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Types of Assessment
With your group, log into the Jamboard and

brainstorm assessments you already use that fall into

each category. 



Assessment Best Practices
Grounded in clear learning objectives
Authentic
Open Ended Assessments should have a clear rubric or scoring guide

Raise your hand if you have

ever given an assessment

without knowing exactly what

each question was assessing 

Ending Thought:

How can we better follow

these best practices in our

assessment in the classroom?



Rigor
What do YOU think this word

means?



It’s all about the verbs!

Important things to remember:

Not all lessons need to be at the highest level of rigor

Make sure you address the standard to the level of rigor that will be

asked for mastery

Assessment questions can be tiered according to rigor



Find your grade level’s page

Look over the standard

Write 3-4 sample assessment questions that
address the standard at different levels of rigor
using Blooms Taxonomy OR DOK level



Vertical Alignment
the how and when of what’s taught. It’s about linking lessons, skills,
and assessments together as a holistic experience. It helps prioritize,

focus, reinforce, and place learning in new contexts.
-Powerschool



Food for
Thought

What is Sandia already doing to promote vertical
alignment?

How can vertical alignment help students and teachers?

-
-

Why is vertical alignment especially important when
adopting structured literacy?-



Homework
Using your Mastery Connect Data, Identify the
top 3 questions student’s struggled with and the
standard those questions most closely align with.



Thank you so much for

your time and  all of your

hard work today! 

Please take this

survey if you

have time!


